INTRODUCTION

THE

study of Muslim Arts
and Culture is of vital importance to
artists and critics of the East and West.
It occupies a place at the fulcrum between
two civilisations of distinct characteristics.
On one side of it is the materialistic civili-
sation of the West, while on the other is
the spiritual East. It is difficult for the
Westerner to understand the East, or to
feel at home among its alien surrqundings.
Similarly, it is difficult for the Easterner to
comprehend and appreciate the Western
way of living and thinking. A Muslim,